. Opened transport incubator. The tube System with the tube leading to and from the patient, the balloon, connection to the patient with short nasal tubes and an aneroid nianometer is shown in the magnification below.
sive care unit with all its therapeutic possibilities. Mechanical Ventilation or drainage of a pneumothorax and continued infusions are thus made possible. Early in 1974 we began to use contimious positive airway pressure (CPAP) before or during the transport based on the good results with this method in various neonatal centers [l, 4, 9,10,12,14] . Because the improved gas exchange with CPAP requires less oxygen in the respiratory gas [7, 9] , it was necessary to equip the transport incubator with an oxygen blender in order to avoid damages from hyperoxia [2, 11] . The Illustration demonstrates the tube System in the opened incubator. Two short nasal tubes which extend l .5-2.0 cm into the nostrils and are fastened on the nose with a piece of tape or an endotracheal tube following' \intubation are connected with the tube System supplying the respiratory gas. The patient is thus being supplied with an exactly defined air/oxygen mixture. Because our transports take usually not more than 20-30 minutes we have not humidified or warmed the respiratory gas. The tube leading from the patient ends in a balloon which can be inflated to a defined pressure and regulated with a clamp. The end-expiratory pressure is being measured at the level of the patient connection via a parallel connection with an anefoid manometer. This method of ventilatory assistance has proven its value to us. The survival rate of small premature infants improved maikedly. In 1974 and 1975 the survival rate of prematures below 1000 grams was 39,4% and between 1001 to 1500 grams it was 84,8%. We do, however, use the CPAP method very early at the least clinical signs of respiratory distress syndrome such äs respiratory grunting and do not wait for a blood gas analysis or a ehest radiogram.
Summary
The transport incubator used since 1972 was modified for the CPAP method (continuous positive airway pressure 
